
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



482 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

Pauline chronology, his "thorn in the flesh," his earlier life and conversion experience, 
his missionary activity, his relation to Judaism and to the Greco-Roman world, 
particularly in the realm of theological thinking, and, lastly, Paul's relation to Jesus. 
While the differences between the two are acknowledged to be striking, nevertheless 
Paul is thought to have been truly a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ. 

Scott-Monckieff, P. D. Paganism and Christianity in Egypt. Cambridge: 
The University Press, 1913. ix+225 pages. 6s. 

This book deals with some of the more obscure phases of early Christian history 
in Egypt. Two preliminary chapters describe the Egyptian religion at the close of 
the Ptolemaic era and at the beginning of the third century. These are mainly an 
exposition of belief in Osiris as the god of immortality, first in the Book of the Dead 
and then along with Isis in Plutarch's Isis and Osiris and Apuleius' Metamorphoses. 
Then follows a description of early literary remains of Christianity in Egypt from 
the end of the second century on. To this are added a chapter on archaeological 
evidence, another on early Christian iconography, two chapters on gnostic develop- 
ments, and a final discussion of the rise of asceticism and monasticism. These pages 
contain much that is interesting and valuable, but unfortunately they do not deal 
with the New Testament period and they overlook Hermeticism as a possible factor 
in the Egyptian world prior to Christianity's appearance. 

Pick, Bernhardt. Jesus in the Talmud: His Personality, His Disciples and 

His Sayings. Chicago: Open Court Publishing Co., 1913. 103 pages. 

*o.75- 

The Cabala: Its Influence on Christianity and Judaism. Chicago: Open 

Court Publishing Co., 1913. 115 pages. $0.75. 

The first of these booklets covers ground already made familiar by the similar 
but more complete works of Dalman, Herford, and Strack. The second pamphlet 
surveys a less familiar field and one that has attracted recent attention through the 
publication of Abelson's Jewish Mysticism. Pick gives the main facts regarding the 
origin, development, and content of that body of theosophical mystical Jewish teach- 
ing which emerged in the Middle Ages and which in general passes under the name 
Cabala (or Kabbalah). But Pick's estimate of the significance of this phase of Jewish 
history is naturally less sympathetic — and perhaps at times less just — than that of 
the Jewish writers above mentioned. 

Moftatt, James. The New Testament: A New Translation. New York 
and London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1913. x+327 pages. $1.50. 
Every considerable advance in the science of New Testament interpretation neces- 
sitates a new translation. Since the appearance of the Revised Version, New Testa- 
ment study has advanced a long way in many particulars. New light on lexical and 
grammatical matters has come from an examination of the papyri by such scholars 
as Deissmann, Moulton, and Milligan. Von Soden's monumental work upon textual 
criticism has been brought to completion. Problems of "introduction" have been 
more definitely settled, thus fixing more accurately the time and circumstance of the 
composition of certain books in the light of which they can now be better understood. 
The Jewish background of early Christianity is now more accurately known, and its 
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Hellenistic environment is coming to be more fully recognized and used for the purposes 
of interpretation. All translation which rises above the level of meaningless literalism 
must in the nature of the case be an interpretation and as such it ought to embody 
the latest results of scientific research in all departments of New Testament study. 
In this new translation the author has had in mind mainly the recent advance 
in linguistic and textual studies. He has based his rendering mainly upon von Soden's 
text and has aimed " to produce a version which will to some degree represent the gains 
of recent lexical research." But this has not been done without regard to attractive 
English style. The result is a fresh, vigorous, and pleasing rendering that will do 
much to give many passages, already meaningless through long familiarity, a new and 
truer significance. 

Handbuch zum Neuen Testament. Herausgegeben von Hans Lietzmann: 

Das Johannesevangelium. Erklart von Walter Bauer. Tiibingen: Mohr, 

1912. iv+ 189 pages. M. 3.70. 
Der Hebraerbrief. Erklart von Hans Windisch. Tubingen: Mohr, 1913. 

iv+122 pages. M. 2.40 

These short commentaries are a model of condensation, and are expecially strong 
on the side of religionsgeschichtliche interpretation. They contain a concise analysis 
of the content of each book, a list of the most important literature, a discussion of 
introductory problems, a new translation, detailed interpretative comments on the 
basis of the Greek text, and numerous excurses on special topics. The Fourth Gospel 
is dated 100-123 *J>-i perhaps coming from Ephesus, although an Antiochian or even 
an Egyptian provenance is thought possible. The Logos idea, the teaching about a 
"new birth," and the doctrine of union with Christ through the sacraments are shown 
to have close resemblances, if not direct affinities, with Egyptian mysticism as con- 
tained in the Hermetic literature. Bauer maintains that the Logos conception, for 
example, is essentially neither Hebrew nor Philonic, as has often been supposed, but 
belongs more properly in the same category with the Hermes of popular Stoic 
preaching, or with the Hermes-Logos of Plutarch. 

Windisch thinks Hebrews was originally a hortatory tract or lecture, a written 
sermon designed for a particular community. The name of the author cannot be 
conjectured with any degree of probability, though it is likely that he was a Jew but 
not a member of .the primitive apostolic company. The date of composition is set 
in the eighties, and the intended readers were members of some gentile church. The 
Jerusalem community cannot have been in the writer's mind, and reasons are also 
given against assuming Rome to have been the church addressed. The genetic rela- 
tionships of the author's thought are found to lie both in Hellenism and in Judaism. 

Natj, F., La Didascalie des douze apdtres, traduite du syriaque pour la premibre 
fois. Deuxieme Edition, revue et augmentee de la traduction de la 
Didache des douze ap6tres, de la Didascalie de Papotre Addai, et des 
empechements de mariage (pseudo) apostoliques (Ancienne litt6rature 
canonique syriaque, Fascicule I.) Paris: Lethielleux, 1912. xxxii+264 
pages. 

This work is a revision and amplification of a volume which appeared some twelve 
years ago and which formed the first fascicle of a series entitled Ancienne littirature 
canonique syriaque. Subsequently other portions made their appearance. 



